	Marching Band Frequently Asked Questions
11 Frequently asked questions about "The Pride of Graves County"
 1.  How do I become a member of the high school marching band?
Any band student (grades 9-12) that enrolls in band class is automatically a member of The Pride of Graves County Marching Band.  There are special cases when certain eighth graders are invited to participate.

2. What performances am I required to attend?
As band is a performing ensemble, it is necessary that all band students participate in every performance.  This includes marching band, concert band, and pep band.

3.  How much does it cost to be in the band?
Unlike some other school districts, Graves County bands do NOT require students to pay an exorbitant amount of money to be in band.  Students only pay a $125.00 band fee.  This fee should be paid by August 1 each year.  Eighth graders invited to march only have to pay $25.  New members will need to purchase a pair of marching band shoes for approximately $30.00, a pair of marching band gloves approximately $3.00 and a lyre for pep band, which costs approximately $10.00.  In March of 2001, the Board of Education instituted an instrument cleaning for students for students playing school owned instruments.  The fee is $30.00 per semester.  Other expenditures (i.e. reeds, valve oil, percussion sticks, etc.) are purchased by the individual students as needed.  Most supply items are conveniently located in the band room, and can be bought from Mr. Williams / Mr. Light before or after rehearsal.  This year we will be collecting a $25.00 non-refundable deposit (taken from the $125.00 band fee) to secure your child a spot in the show.  This deposit is due Friday, June 1st.  
Please mail deposit to:

 Debbie Beyer 45 Wice Church Road Boaz, KY 42027.
4.  I play sports.  Will this prevent me from being in the band?
NO!  There are no athletic activities that will prevent a student from participating in the band.

5.  Do I have enough time for band and other things too?
YES!  If you budget your time wisely, you will be able to participate in many activities offered in high school.  Further, studies have shown that students who participate in the band and fine arts typically achieve higher scholastic indexes (Grade Point Average, SAT, and ACT scores).  Many band students also have a part time job.  The marching band does require additional time, but our rehearsal and performance schedule is much less that what many of our competitors demand from their students.  Once contest time rolls around, the marching season lasts only about nine weeks.  Many of our students are also involved in various clubs and activities - both in and out of school.

6. Does the band travel?
Yes.  During the course of the marching season, the band will compete in 4 - 6 regular season contests.  In the spring, the concert band participates in our District Concert Festival and State Concert Festival.  We traveled to New York in April 2004 and 2008 and the Bahamas in April 2006.  We have a tradition of traveling every two years.

7.  Is band a full year course?
Yes.  Students enroll in band with the understanding that it is a full year commitment.

8.  What am I expected to wear?
During the marching season each student will be assigned a uniform.  Every student must wear a dark colored T-shirt and a pair of shorts under their uniform.  Band T-shirts will be given to each student and at times it will serve as part of the student's uniform.  Students will also be issued formal concert attire.
9.  Are there any other band related activities available?
Yes.  In addition to marching band, concert band and pep band, there are many "extra" activities available.  These include, but are not limited to, Honors Band, All-State Band, All-District Band and Solos and Ensembles.

10.  Am I expected to attend every rehearsal?
Yes.  As we are constantly striving to be the best that we can be, attendance at every performance and rehearsal is required.  Obviously emergencies arise and there may be extreme circumstances that must be considered.  While we have a strict attendance policy, Mr. Williams is very understanding in these situations.  The key is to communicate any conflict in advance.

11.  Is parental involvement important?
YES!  Actively involved parents are a necessity for our success.  We need chaperones for our trips and parties.  We need support for our concerts and contests as well as help with our fund-raisers.  This includes volunteers to serve on various committees, Band Booster Board of Directors, and countless other tasks and activities.




