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Graves County Elementary Band Program 

Ellis Shelby, Director 

270-293-9523 
ellis.shelby@graves.kyschools.us  -- E-mail
www.prideofgravescounty.org   --  Band Web Page

www.shelbybandblog.blogspot.com – Mrs. Shelby’s Band Blog


	Who: 5th and 6th grade students and parents 
What: Graves County Elementary Band Sign-up/Instrument Rental Meeting 
When: Thursday, August 13th , from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM for Cuba, Farmington, Wingo, and Sedalia students 
Monday, August 17thth from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM for Central, Lowes, Fancy Farm, and Symsonia students 
Where: Graves County Middle School band room


Greetings 5th and 6th grade parents and students, 
I hope that everyone had an enjoyable summer and you are looking forward to a new school year. This year, the Graves County Schools are pleased to offer your fifth or six grade student an exciting opportunity. Every fifth and sixth grade student in the Graves County Schools has the opportunity to participate in band. 

If your student chooses to participate in band, he or she will have the chance to try out all of the different woodwind, brass, and percussion (drums) instruments to see which would best suit him/her. The instruments they can choose from are flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, French horn, trombone, baritone, or percussion (drums). Then, once your child has selected an instrument, he or she will receive a lesson on that instrument once a week during the school day. Also, every Tuesday your child will be bused to Graves County Middle School for an hour-long full band rehearsal with band students from the other elementary schools. (The after school practice is optional.) 
If you are not familiar with the Graves County Band Program, you might be wondering how this program can benefit your student, so here is a brief list of benefits for you to consider. 
Pros of being in the GCEB: 
· Your child will learn to play a musical instrument 
· In band, there are a variety of different instruments to choose from. 

· Studies have shown that children who play a musical instrument do better in school, than those who don’t. 

· Music teaches maturity, discipline, and teamwork. 

· Students who play a musical instrument are more likely to get a college scholarship (even if they don’t major in music) 

· In the Graves County Elementary Band Program, your student will get to work with students from other elementary schools in Graves County, so he/she will have a ready-made group of friends when he/she transitions to the Middle School. 

· In Elementary, Middle and High School, the band students will have a variety of different opportunities to travel around the State and the country performing. 

· Playing music is Fun! 
I know that signing your student up for any activity comes with a variety of questions and concerns, so here is a list of FAQs regarding beginning band. 
Q: I’m on a fixed income. How much will this cost? 

A: Not as much as you think. Most instruments can be purchased on a rent-to-own basis for around $30-$40 a month. 
Q: That is still too expensive for my budget. Can my child still participate? 

A: Yes, the school has some instruments that your child can borrow for $30 per semester. The $30 fee is only to cover the cost of cleaning the instrument. If this is still too expensive, family resource can help. 
Q: My child participates in other extracurricular activities. Will this be a problem? 

A: Not at all. The Elementary band only practices on hour a week, and I am willing to work with any sponsors of your student’s other activities to make sure that they can participate in both. 

Q: My child wants to play sports in Middle School. Should they even bother doing band this year? 
A: There is no reason why not. The middle school band doesn’t practice after school, and won’t interfere with any other activities. 
Q: My child doesn’t have any background in music. Will he/she be able to be successful at this? 
A: Anyone can be successful at band. We will start with the very basics. No prior knowledge is required.

Now that I’ve given you an overview of the Graves County Elementary Band program, I hope to see you and your future band member at the Sing-up/Instrument meeting at GCMS. Students from Cuba, Farmington, Sedalia, and Wingo should come on August 13th  . The meeting will be going on from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. Students from Central, Lowes, Symsonia, and Fancy Farm sould come on Monday, August 17th fom 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM in the GCMS band room. If you can’t come on your assigned day, it’s OK to come the other day. 
You don’t have to stay the entire time, just drop by long enough for your student to try out the different instruments, meet the directors, and learn about instrument rental options. 
If you decide to rent-to-own from Music Central, your child will have their instrument delivered within a week.  The instrument will be theirs to use as long as payments are made.  If you wish to return the instrument, you will no longer be charged.  Once you have paid the price of the instrument, it is yours.  If you are going to rent from Music Central, you must have a bank account or credit card because Music Central uses an automatic payment system.   
If you choose to get an instrument from somewhere else, please check with me first so I can make sure the instrument is of good quality.  I have had parents taken advantage of by ebay sellers and discount stores.  I want you to get your money’s worth.  
Students who are on free-and-reduced lunch may check out a school instrument.  These are assigned on a first-come basis.  Students using school owned instruments must pay a $30 a semester rental fee ($60 a school year.)  If you cannot afford this, I will contact Family Resource to see if they can assist you with your payment.  
Even if you are not going to rent from Music Central, please come so that your student can try out the different instruments and get the band book. The books will cost around $11. If you would like more information, or are unable to attend this meeting, please give me a call at either 270-753-3977 or 270-293-9523. I am looking forward to meeting you and your student. 

Sincerely, 

Ellis Shelby, GCEB Director 

